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Method and Praxis in Theology 
Asbury Theological Seminary 
ST501 Tues. 9:00-11:40 am  
Fall 2004 
Dr. Zaida Maldonado Pérez 
 
NOTE: This IS A DRAFT COPY 
Contact Information:  
Office Hours: FORTHCOMING 
(O) 407-482-7647  
(You can also reach me by phone, preferably during office hours, or by email.) 
Zaida_Perez@asburyseminary.edu 
 
Course Description: 
 
This is an introductory course relating method to practice in theology.  This course will 
involve an examination of different ways in which the Christian tradition has understood the 
sources, norms, and criteria for the development of church doctrine.  Special attention is given to 
a critical analysis of contemporary theological methods and the influence of postmodern science.  
The connection between theological method and Christian doctrine, especially the doctrine of 
divine revelation, will serve as the center point for developing an Evangelical/Wesleyan theology 
in the postmodern world.  This class is designed for beginning students, and serves as 
preparatory study for all course offerings in theology.   
 
Overview: 
 
“Why am I doing what I am doing the way I am doing it (and not another way)?”  In the 
12
th
 century, Anselm of Canterbury expressed the desire to deepen his knowledge and therefore 
also his relationship to God as “faith seeking understanding.”  Others have stated it by asking, 
“what would Jesus do?” or, “how can I be faithful in this time and place?”   All of these 
questions have a key common denominator--a conscious effort to understand our faith in order to 
better our service and our relationship to God, to our communities, to the world.  This conscious 
effort demands that we explore the variety of methods that have often led to very different 
responses to the same question.    These responses, articulated in the corpus of Christian 
doctrine, reflect the differing theologies that not only vie for our attention but point to the role of 
reflection, understanding and judgment in the task of theology.    In this sense, the title of our 
course may be somewhat misleading as it suggests that there might be one method or praxis in 
theology.  Our readings covering a variety of topics and methods in the Christian faith will prove 
that this is not the case.  Though questions may remain the same, our differing contexts and 
historical situations may call for a reexamination of previous responses and often, a 
reformulation of the very questions themselves.    
In short, the task of theology is not a finished process.   It is our calling as leaders and 
ministers to attend to this process with the utmost diligence and prayer. 
  
As stated in the catalog, this is an introductory course that will help prepare you for all course 
offerings in theology. 
  
 
Course Objectives: 
(These objectives are taken from the core course description and are normative for the Wilmore and Orlando 
campuses) 
 
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will have an introductory 
knowledge of critical theological method, enabling them to:  
 
1. Describe how classical Greek\Roman philosophy influenced the manner in which the Early 
Christian Apologists and the Early Church Fathers did theology;  
2. Articulate the impact of the Enlightenment upon modern theology, particularly the influence 
of Kant's philosophy and its contribution to such movements as liberalism, existentialism, 
and neo-orthodoxy.    
3. Describe the rise of the modern historical consciousness, particularly the relation between 
critical history and Christian faith;  
4. Understand the significance of the transition from premodern to modern and postmodern 
thought, with special reference to the shift from ontology (premodern) to epistemology 
(modern) to hermeneutics (postmodern); 
5. Identify the key points in the transition from modern to postmodern paradigms, especially 
hermeneutical phenomenology, postliberalism, and deconstructionism;  
6. Articulate the influence of postmodern science upon theological method;   
7. Appreciate Wesley's methodical use of Scripture, tradition, reason, and experience;  
8. Apply critical theological method to the effective practice of Christian ministry in the 
postmodern age. 
 
Course Texts: 
1.  Stone, Howard. W. and James O. Duke.  How to Think Theologically.  Minneapolis: Fortress 
       Press, 1996.   
2.  Grenz, Stanley J. and Roger E. Olson.  Who Needs Theology?: An Invitation to the Study of  
God. InterVarsity Press, 1996. 
3.  A Theological Dictionary(ies) of choice.  (For a small paperback version see: Grenz, Stanley  
J., David Guretzki, and C. F. Nordling,eds.  Pocket Dictionary of Theological Terms.   
Downers Grove, ILL: InterVarsity, 1999.)  
4.  A Reading Packet to be purchased from Cokesbury* 
 
Highly Recommended: 
Core, Deborah.  The Seminary Student Writes.  St. Louis, MO: Chalice Press, 2000.   
(This little book will be worth your while!) 
A list of other recommended readings will be handed out in class. 
 
Course Structure: 
The course is divided into three sections.  Each section is subdivided into modules that delimit 
specific learning goals as well as general questions to guide your reading.  Modules also reflect 
assignments due and discussion questions.  For example:  
 
Section One will introduce you to the overall task of theology.  It is divided into modules one 
and two. 
Section Two will explore methods and sources in theology.  It is divided into modules three - 
five. 
Section Three will consider postmodernity and the theological endeavor.  It contains module 
six. 
 
Course Assignments: 
 
Assignments for each module will usually be divided into three sections:  
• Questions for reflection and discussion: Familiarize yourself with these before reading 
the assigned material.  Their aim is to guide your reading and focus.  They will also be 
used to stimulate discussion in class and groups.  Be prepared to respond when asked.  
They form part of your class participation. 
• To Turn in:  These are written assignments.  Please stay within the stipulated pages. 
• Extra Credit (in some modules):  Students are encouraged to respond to no more than 
two, as needed. 
 
*READING PACKET (Purchase from Cokesbury) 
 
*Materials in Reading Packet: FALL 2004 
 
Abbreviations used: 
ANF The Ante-Nicene Fathers: Translations of the Writings of the Fathers Down to A. D. 325.  
Edited by Alexander Roberts and James Donaldson. 10 vols.  New York: Christian 
Literature Co., 1886-97.  Reprint: Eerdmans. 
LEV Lift Every Voice: Constructing Christian Theologies from the Underside.  Edited by  
Susan  
Brooks Thistlethwaite and Mary Potter Engel. San Francisco: Harper, 1990. 
RCT   Readings in Christian Theology.  By Perer C. Hodgson and Robert H. King.  
Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1985.  
 
1. Mueller, J.J.  What is Theology? Wilmington, DE: Michael Glazier, 1988.  Pages 11-15 
2. Anselm of Canterbury.  “Proslogion.”  In The Ante-Nicene Fathers: Translations of the 
Writings of the Fathers Down to A. D. 325.  Edited by Alexander Roberts and 
JamesDonaldson. 10 vols.  New York: Christian Literature Co., 1886-97.  Reprint: 
Eerdmans. Note: the above will subsequently be referred to as ANF.  The current 
copy is from www.ccel.org/a/anselm/basic_works/htm/i.htm. 
3.   Core, Deborah.  “Using Inclusive Language.”  In The Seminary Student Writes.  
       St. Louis, MO: Chalice Press, 2000.  Appendix 1, pages 107-112  
4. Roberts, Deotis J.  “Black Theological Reflection on Praxis” and “Black Church 
Theology and Ministry-An Unfinished Agenda.”  In The Prophethood of Black 
Believers: An African American Political Theology for Ministry.  Louisville, KY: 
Westminster/John Knox Press, 1994.  Pages138-146.  
5. Gutierrez, Gustavo. “Toward a Theology of Liberation” (July 1968).  In Liberation 
Theology: A Documentary History.   Edited by Alfred T. Hennelly.  Maryknoll, NY: 
Orbis Books, 1990. Pages 62-65.  
6. Villafañe, Eldin.  “An Evangelical Call to Social Spirituality: Confronting Evil in 
Urban Society.”  In Seek the Peace of the City: Reflections on Urban Ministry.  Grand 
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing, 1995. Pages 12-28. 
7.  “Justin Martyr on Philosophy and Theology.”  In The Christian Theology Reader, 2nd 
edition.  Edited by Alister E. McGrath.  MA: Blackwell Publishing, 1995. Pages 4-5 
“Clement of Alexandria on Philosophy and Theology.”  In The Christian Theology 
Reader, 
 Pages 5-7 
“Tertullian on the Relation of Philosophy and Heresy.”  In The Christian Theology  
Reader, Pages 7-8 
“Augustine on Philosophy and Theology.” In The Christian Theology Reader, Pages 
9-10 
8. Wesley, John: Sermon 70: “The case of Reason Impartially Considered.”  In 
http://gbgm-umc.org/umhistory/wesley/sermons/serm-070-stm 
9. Artz, Frederick B.  “The Classical Backgrounds of Medieval Christianity.”  In The 
Mind of the Middle Ages: An Historical Survey A.D. 200-1500.  IL: University of 
Chicago Press, 1980. Pages 3-38. 
10. Anselm of Canterbury, excerpts from “Why God Became Man” and, Peter Abelard 
(1079-1142), excerpts from “Exposition of the Epistles to the Romans.”      
Both readings are found in Placher, William C. Readings in the History of Christian  
Theology: From its Beginnings to the Eve of the Reformation. Vol 1.  Philadelphia:  
Westminster Press, 1988. Pages 147-151 
11. Kant, Immanuel.  “What is the Enlightenment.” In Foundations of the Metaphysics of 
Morals and, What is the Enlightenment.  New York: Macmillan, 1990. 
13. Goizueta, Roberto. “In Defense of Reason,” in Journal of Hispanic/Latino Theology 
      (JHLT) Vol. 3:3 (1996).  Pages 15-26 
14. Eisland, Nancy.  The Disabled God: Toward a Liberatory Theology of Disability. 
       Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1994.  Chapters  2, 5, 6, Pp. 31-48, 89-119. 
15. Clement of Alexandria’s “The Rich Man’s Salvation  11-17, in Documents in Early  
      Christian Thought, pp. 203-206  
16. Bonhoeffer, Dietrich.  The Cost of Discipleship.  New York: Macmillan Press, 1967. 
      Pages11-35, 45-60 
17. Schleiermacher, Friedrich.  “First Speech” from “Speeches on Religion to the 
      Cultured Among its Despisers.”  In Friedrich Schleiermacher: Pioneer of Modern  
     Theology.  Edited by Keith W. Elements, Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1991.  Pages 
      67-76 
18. González, Justo L. “The Significance of a Minority Perspective.” In Mañana: 
Christian Theology from a Hispanic Perspective.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1990. 
Pages 21-30. 
19.“Reading from Context to Context: Contributions of a Feminist Hermeneutic to  
     Theologies of Liberation” by Sharon Ringe, in Lift Every Voice (LEV).  Pages  
     282-290. 
20. “Gutierrez: Orthopraxis, Not Orthodoxy,” in RCT.  Pages 388-393 
21. “Symbol, Myth, and Ritual: The Method of the Minjung,” by Young-Chan Ro in 
       LEV.  Pages 41-48  
22. Morse, Christopher.  “Tests of Doctrinal faithfulness.  In Not Every Spirit: A  
     Dogmatics of Christian Disbelief.  Valley Forge, PA: Trinity Press International, 
     1994.  Pages 45-52 
 
NUMBERS 30-36 are from RCT 
23. Agustine:  Free Will and Sin, pp. 176-180 
24. Luther: Sin and Grace, pp. 180-185 
25. Tennant: Difficulties In The Classic Doctrine, pp.185-189 
26. Kierkegaard: Sin as Despair, pp. 189-192 
27. Niebuhr: The Pride of Power, pp.192-196 
            28. Farrer: Beyond Augustinian Theodicy, pp.199-204 
29.Bingemer, Maria Clara.  “A Post-Christian and Postmodern Christianism.”  In    
      Liberation  Theologies, Postmodernity,  and the Americas.  Edited by David Bastone,  
     Eduardo Mendiete, Lois Ann Lorentsen, et al.  New York: Routledge, 1997. Pages  
     83-  94. 
30. Hopkins, Dwight. N.  “Postmodernity, Black Theology and Liberation and the U.S.  
     A.:Michel Foucault and James H. Cone.” In Postmodernity and the Americas.  Edited  
     by David Bastone, Eduardo Mendiete, Lois Ann Lorentsen, et al.  New York:  
      Routledge, 1997.  Pages 205-221 
31. González, Justo L. “Metamodern Aliens in Postmodern Jerusalem.”  In  
      Hispanic/Latino Theology: Challenge and Promise.  Edited by Ada Maria Isasi-Diaz  
      and Fernando F. Segovia, Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 1996.  Pages 340-350 
32. Cost, René.  Marxist Analysis and Christian Faith.  Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 
1985.  Pages 15-26. 
 
 
